
5G futures in the UK

The state of Open RAN 2023-2027



Open RAN means different things to different 
stakeholders

• Various agendas are 
creating broad interest and 
innovation

• Political

• Operator supply chain

• Transform TCO and 
coverage

• Facilitate vRAN?
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Service agility Reduce TCO

Reduce time to deploy new services Simplify rip-and-replace



Initial progress has been in specific environments –
rural, enterprise, greenfield, including semi-custom
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Open xHaul only All Open RAN interfaces Open RAN + RIC

Macro 
networks in 
2023:
3% of new 
sites and 5% 
of capex



Operators and other stakeholders in key regions are 
driving momentum

Key
Broad commercial 
ecosystem visible

Strong deployments and 
influential players but 
limited global impact

Some trials and 
deployments but minimal 
local ecosystem

North America

▪ Largest ecosystem, 
encouraged by policy

▪ Huawei replacement
▪ Dish Network
▪ AT&T and Verizon
▪ Bell Canada
▪ Rural/Meta

Europe

▪ ‘Gang of Five’

▪ TIP

▪ Policy support

▪ Nokia and Ericsson

Japan

▪ Large ecosystem
▪ Japan-first initiatives 

by government
▪ Rakuten and NTT 

Docomo
▪ NEC and Fujitsu

India

▪ India-first initiatives
▪ Jio and Airtel 5G
▪ Jio Platforms
▪ Ambitious India-first Open 

RAN plan
▪ Strong integrators 
▪ Rural business case

Middle East

▪ Batelco, Etisalat, Zain
▪ Turkey influential



Broad ecosystem emerging to address challenges – will 
Open RAN be end-to-end or platform-based?

Open RAN 
platform

Chips

RU and 
M-MIMO

xNFs

Cloud

SI and 
services

Testing

If barriers are lowered, 
by 2027  Open RAN 
could reach:
• 26% new macro and 

micro sites
• 60% new base station 

capex (inc single-
vendor)

• 32% multivendor
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